4                        ROBESPIERRE
as it does the most violent ill-judgment, the worst deeds and the widest deviation from truth and froin. reality, is yet seen to be commingled with that permanent appreciation of justice which is at once the divinesfc and the most perilous attribute of the soul.
Robespierre would have stood much more securely in history were he merely of that kind who, in tlio passionate quest for a final state, or in an immediate attempt to remedy injustice, come out in the open to ruin the conventions and to remodel the permanent framework of society. He would not have afforded, tlio problem which it is the matter of this book to examine if he could be set down at once in the run of the reformers, nor is a thorough knowledge of his life of valuo because it shows the ordinary type of those who lead or perfect great movements. It is precisely because tlio phenomenon of his immense popularity and brief hold of power is special and peculiar that the study of him becomes an appreciation of what makes in human history for the high growths of fierce religions and for the persistent following of symbolic* figures. It is as an original that he takes the stage.
There are men upon whom the pretensions of wealth and the self-created values of rank work as an irritant corrosive; they feel the primary dignity of man to bo insulted by such fables, but they feel the insult especially as directed against themselves, and in their attempt to avenge it they lose proportion, calling in all evils angrily to remedy this one. He was not of these.
There are others in whom the material suffering- of the oppressed raises so generous an indignation that they are willing to pay the penalties of exaggeration and of a kind of frenzy, so only they may see righted the gross wrong that forbids human bread to the poor. He -was not of these.
There are others again who, with the experience ofiiitM.r,'
